
Preservation of 
Tombs of Sultan Ibrahim 

& Amir Sultan Muhammad, WH Makli

1ST CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Folio I – Introduction to Makli





v
SammaSammaSammaSamma Period Period Period Period 14th—16th c. ……..….. 19191919
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WHS Makli

Historical Periods

� Largest Muslim Necropolis in the WorldLargest Muslim Necropolis in the WorldLargest Muslim Necropolis in the WorldLargest Muslim Necropolis in the World
� Spread over 12 Spread over 12 Spread over 12 Spread over 12 sqsqsqsq kmkmkmkm

Mughal Period Mughal Period Mughal Period Mughal Period 17th to 18th c. ………. 37373737

From Karachi

Ja
n

g
sh

a
h

iR
o

a
d

Number of Monuments ……..    75757575
Platforms ……………………..   402402402402
Stone graves …………………. 454454454454
Plastered graves ……………… 1713171317131713
Rubble graves ……………….. 1251125112511251

No. of Heritage Assets



Buffer Zone 

Buffer Zone First Map of WHS Makli
Prepared by HF, 2013

Evaluation of Heritage SiteEvaluation of Heritage SiteEvaluation of Heritage SiteEvaluation of Heritage Site
1981 Inscribed on World Heritage List

2006 World Monument Fund Watch List; 
UNESCO/ICOMOS Mission

2009 World Heritage Comm. Session 33
with long list of requirements

2010 World Heritage Comm. Session 34Core Zone   
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2010 World Heritage Comm. Session 34
UNESCO Emergency Mission; 
Makli Site threatened by displaced 
persons 

2012 Transfer of Heritage Sites to Sindh
2013 Danger of World Endangered List 

averted due to work by HF with 
Direct. of Archaeology, GoS

2015 Deadline for Compliance

Proposed

L-EPIL Centre



Buffer Zone 
Sufi Shrines

Shrines at Makli
Prepared by HF, 2013

� Sheikh Jia
� Abdul Rehman L. Baba 
� Syed Bhagdadi Shah
� Isa Khan Langoti
� Shah Murad
� Shirazi
� Jalal Shah
� Mitho Pir
� Shah Ibrahim/Bablo Fakir
� Shah Jhando

Buffer Zone 

Core Zone   
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Proposed

L-EPIL Centre

� Abdul Shah Asabi
� Satiyun
� Fazal Shah Qadiri
� Baba Qasim
� Karim Bukhari Shah
� Ghoder Shah
� Juman Shah Jalali
� Mai Makli
� Miran Pir
� Shah Pariyun

Sufi Shrines



Threats to Historic Site

Influx During Floods 2010Influx During Floods 2010Influx During Floods 2010Influx During Floods 2010Influx During Floods 2010Influx During Floods 2010Influx During Floods 2010Influx During Floods 2010

New GravesNew GravesNew GravesNew Graves Land erosion/UnguardedLand erosion/UnguardedLand erosion/UnguardedLand erosion/Unguarded New ConstructionNew ConstructionNew ConstructionNew Construction



Endangered State of Monuments

4-1.01 Khanqah Sh Hammad Jamali 4-1.02 Jamia Masjid4-1.01 Khanqah Sh Hammad Jamali 4-1.02 Jamia Masjid

4-1.05 Tomb Nuri & Jam Tamachi 4-1.17 Kaus Sultani



4-4.13 Baradari4-4.03 Chattri near Amir Khan Enclosure

Endangered State of Monuments

4-4.18 Unknown Enclosure

4-4.13 Baradari

4-4.17 Unknown Enclosure

4-4.03 Chattri near Amir Khan Enclosure



Devotional Carving in Stone



Scintillating Kashi (Glazed Tiles)



HF WORK AT MAKLI
Documentation 1987, Publication 1993



HF WORK AT MAKLI with UNESCO
Documentation & Condition Survey, 2010



HF WORK AT MAKLI with Prince Claus Fund
Damage Assessment Mission, 2010



HF WORK with Prince Claus Fund
Emergency Assistance to Ruin of Samma Noble I, 2012-13

Before After

Before After



HF WORK AT MAKLI with EFT
Cataloguing & Numbering Heritage, 2012



HF WORK AT Makli
Compilation of National Register 2012+



HF WORK AT MAKLI with Spiritual Chords SA
Lari-Emergency Preventive Intervention 2014-2015

Low Cost Methodology

TasksTasksTasksTasks
� Emergency Stabilization through 

L-EPI First Aid procedures
� Site Works
� Use of mud brick, lime and bamboo
� Use of local workforce� Use of local workforce
� Training of local artisans

Prior to undertaking LPrior to undertaking LPrior to undertaking LPrior to undertaking L----EPIEPIEPIEPI
� Documentation 
� Samples preparation 
� Record keeping
� Supervision     



HF Work at Makli with Netherlands Embassy 
Heritage Roundtable conference 2013 



Faculty and Trainee 

Accommodation

Administration, 

Directorate of 

Archaeology Offices

HF WORK AT MAKLI with Netherlands Embassy 
Curriculum for Heritage Management & Training 2013

Regional Centre for Training 
Lari Emergency Preventive Intervention 

Lab (L-EPIL)

Administration, 

Lecture Halls and 

Training Facilities

HF’s Heritage Centre



HF Work at Makli
Heritage Foundation Centre & Craft Studios 2011-2014



HF Proposal to UNESCO for First Aid 2011



Critical 

Requirements
UNESCO Agency Tasks

Implementa

tion

Buffer Zone Demarcation

UNESCO/ICOMOS 2006

UNESCO WHC Session 33

UNESCO Emer. Mission 2010

Map of Core & 

Buffer Zone; 

Site demarcation

Map by HF;

Demarcation by 

Revenue Deptt

needed

Mapping and Detailed Registration UNESCO/ICOMOS 2006
Mapping and 

registration
Completed by HF

Soil investigation, foundations, 

stabilization and stability of Tomb of Jam 

UNESCO/ICOMOS 2006

UNESCO WHC Session 33

Soil invest. & 

condition survey;
HF completed 

surveys; stabilization 

Requirements Of World Heritage Centre
To Save Makli From Being on World Heritage Endangered List

stabilization and stability of Tomb of Jam 

Nizam al-Din

UNESCO WHC Session 33

UNESCO Emer. Mission 2010

condition survey;

Stabilization

.

surveys; stabilization 

needed

Condition Reports for Tombs & 

Monuments

Detailed documentation

UNESCO WHC Session 33

UNESCO Emer. Mission 2010

Photo 

Documentation & 

Evaluation 

Dedicated team 

needed.

Prioritize emergency intervention;

Emergency shoring & maintenance; 

prioritization of those at risk of collapse

UNESCO WHC Session 33

UNESCO Emer. Mission 2010

Emergency 

Intervention

Dedicated team 

needed. HF has 

initiated L-EPI

Monitoring Program;

Closing off critical areas

UNESCO WHC Session 33

UNESCO Emer. Mission 2010

Monitoring/

Guarding Required

Culture Dept.

GoS to take up

Master Plan, Management Plan UNESCO WHC Session 33
Establishment of 

Board Reqd.

Culture Dept.

GoS to take up


